
Permaculture Scotland Policy Working Group

Priorities Survey Results



Summary
A short online survey was conducted of Permaculture Scotland members to help determine the 

priorities for the Permaculture Scotland Policy Working Group priorities.  A total of 19 respondents 

answered three questions.  The two most pressing topics were consistently identified as Land Reform

and Food Security.  These were closely followed by Climate resilience, Community Empowerment 

and nature and land stewardship.

Background
Permaculture Scotland has a Policy working group whose aim is to contribute to public debate on 

matters on which we are qualified to do so.  This includes participating in governmental, local and 

council policy consultations, feeding in recommendations from a Permaculture feedback.  Given that 

Permaculture can cover a huge range of topics it can be difficult to prioritise the workload.  A survey 

was taken to determine which topics were most important to Permaculture Scotland members.  The 

short survey of 3 questions was developed using Survey Monkey and run via the Permaculture 

Scotland Facebook page.

Method
The participants were asked three questions.  Question 1 was an open ended question for 

participants to state their top three priorities for the Policy Working Group.  The second question 

asked participants to rank 7 Categories of Permaculture knowledge, taken from the Permaculture 

Association Knowledge Bank, in terms of relevance for the Policy Working Group.  The last question 

asked the respondents to rank a list of forthcoming Scottish Government Public Consultations in 

terms of priorities for the Policy Work Group.

Results and Analysis
The qualitative data from question 1was analysed to identify common themes.  The raw data is 

shown in Appendix 1.   The quantitative data from Questions 2 and 3 are shown below.  In all three 

questions Land Reform was shown to be the most important issue for participants.  This was 

followed by Food security and community empowerment.   The respondents also see that promoting

Permaculture is a key function of the Policy working group.



Q1 What are the three key topics that you believe Permaculture Scotland should be vocal 
about?
Topic Number of comments

Land Reform 10

Promoting Permaculture 8

Food Security 8

Climate resilience 6

Community empowerment 5

Nature and land stewardship 5

Other 9

Q2. Please rank the following topics in order of priority that you think is 
relevant for the Policy working group to adopt 



Q3.  The Scottish Government has the following consultations currently 
open.  Please indicate which of these you feel that the Policy working group 
should provide feedback on

Consultation most important quite important low priority

Consultation on secondary legislation 
proposals relating to Part 3A of the 
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 -  the
community right to buy abandoned, 
neglected or detrimental land as 
introduced by the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 10 8 0

Developments in environmental justice
in Scotland 10 7 1

Consultation on secondary legislation 
proposals relating to secondary 
legislation for Part 3A of the Land 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 - the 
crofting community right to buy as 
amended by the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 10 7 0

Community Empowerment (Scotland) 
Act 2015 - Community planning 
guidance and regulation 10 4 3

Asset transfer under the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015:  
Consultation on draft regulations. 7 6 4

Community Empowerment (Scotland) 
Act 2015 - Participation requests:  
Consultation on Draft Regulations 6 8 3

Consultation on options to improve 
and assure the nutritional standards of
food in hospitals 3 11 4

Consultation on implementing an 
exemption for Energy Intensive 
Industries from the indirect costs of 
the Renewables Obligation Scotland 1 11 4

Air Passenger duty 1 7 8

Limitations of the study
This questionnaire results demonstrate good internal validity in that the top rated topics are 

consistent throughout.  The survey is limited in that it includes only 19 participants and not the 

entire membership of Permaculture Scotland, however it is understood that, given that these 

participants voluntarily undertook that survey, these are engaged participants and will be a 

representative sample of the wider community.



Conclusions
The Policy Working Group should focus their efforts on Land Reform, Food Sovereignty,  Cliimate 

resilience,  Community Empowerment and Nature Stewardship whilst continuing to promote the 

wider benefits of Permaculture, which is a core function of the group.



Appendix 1:  Raw Data for Question 1

Q1 .  What are the three key topics that you believe Permaculture Scotland 
should be vocal about? 

 Land reform, plot availability at reasonable cost to small scale food producers. Loss 
of biodiversity General poor land stewardship by existing large estate owners. 

 development of access to rental of smallholdings/small farms/forest farms.urban 
greenspace eg allotments 

 making many more allotments available (but keeping the low fee), changing to the use
of useful plants and shrubs in council planting, banning farmers from using pesticides 
and harmful chemicals from now on 

 Very difficult, they are all very important, these we are possibly most able to 
influence? Land, Nature, Stewardship Food Security & Production Community 
Empowerment & Governance 

 Creating ecosystems to be resilient against climate risks (e.g. flooding) Connecting 
city folk with nearby rural areas, and demonstrating how they are all dependent on a 
healthy natural environment Promoting education of permaculture-related topics 
(ecology, deep ecology, sociology etc.) at ALL levels, especially in marginal groups 

 Control and use of land Benefits of local, non industrial food Ways in which these can
fill SG policy agendas 

 Climate change Availability of quality fresh food 
 Positive green futures Opposition to Green Belt development Practical permaculture 

education 
 fracking. climate change, landownership 
 Land ownership. Open access to self-managing local green areas to community 

initiatives. Demanding to (the essentials or more) be a fundamental part of any 
educational curriculum. 

 Promoting permaculture to the wider audience. Promoting the health benefits of 
permaculture activities. Promoting the benefits of permaculture to communities. 

 More PDC courses run in Scotland Community education Financial viability of bio-
intensive permaculture based small-holdings/farms 

 Sustainability; creativity; resourcefulness 
 Seeds Big industry take over of food network Control by media 
 flood prevention, food security, housing 
 Promoting growing food for ourselves Working with schools re growing food and 

cooking the food that we grow Promoting understanding of how we can make a 
positive contribution to the environment in our own garden and more widely 

 Land access and use Planning laws and ecological building (huts, rural accommodation, right 
to buy, right to build) A new kind of forestry - agroforestry/ forest gardening, appropriate 
financial support and an adjustment of CAP to fit)



Raw Data for Question 1 grouped by topic

Land reform (11)

 Small scale land-availability
 Land-stewardship by existing large estate owners.
 Forest-farms
  allotment-availability 
 Allotment-availability
 Control and use of land
 Opposition to Green Belt development
 Land-ownership
 Land-ownership
 Land access
 A new kind of forestry - agroforestry/ forest gardening, appropriate financial support and an 

adjustment of CAP to fit)

Promoting Permaculture (8)

 Promoting education of permaculture-related topics (ecology, deep ecology, sociology
etc.) at ALL levels, especially in marginal groups 

 Promoting permaculture to the wider audience.
 Promoting the health benefits of permaculture activities. 
 Promoting the benefits of permaculture to communities
 Practical permaculture education 
 Demanding to (the essentials or more) be a fundamental part of any educational 

curriculum.
 More PDC courses run in Scotland
 Promoting Financial viability of bio-intensive permaculture based small-

holdings/farms

Food security(9)

 Food Security 
 Benefits of local, non industrial food
 Availability of quality fresh food 
 Seed sovereignty
 Big industry control of food network
 food security
 Promoting growing food for ourselves
 Working with schools re growing food and cooking the food that we grow
 food security




Climate resilience(6)

 Creating ecosystems to be resilient against climate risks (e.g. flooding) 
 Climate change
 Positive green futures
 climate change
 flood prevention

Community (5)
 changing to the use of useful plants and shrubs in council planting,
 Community Empowerment & Governance 
 Connecting city folk with nearby rural areas, and demonstrating how they are all 

dependent on a healthy natural environment
 Open access to self-managing local green areas to community initiatives.
 Community education

Nature & land stewardship (5)

 Loss of biodiversity 
 banning farmers from using pesticides and harmful chemicals from now on 
 Land stewardship
 Nature stewardship 
 Promoting understanding of how we can make a positive contribution to the 

environment in our own garden and more widely 

Other

 fracking., 
 Sustainability
 Creativity
  resourcefulness 
 Control by media 
  housing 
 Planning laws and ecological building (huts, rural accommodation, right to buy, right to build)
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